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What is SCYA? 
SCYA is the acronym for Singapore Contemporary Young Artists, a society that aims to 

generate interest in Contemporary Art and Art by Singaporean/PR Young Artists to enable 

and further discussion and practice in Art in Singapore.  

 

SCYA’s objective is to encourage relationships between Young Singaporean/PR Artists and 

communities, schools, corporate and government sectors to increase appreciation of 

Contemporary Art by Young Artists in Singapore. 

 

SCYA functions to achieve this via four main platforms: 

- Exhibitions To showcase Artists by exhibiting their works in physical and online web 

spaces. These include the SCYA website, blog, Facebook, Twitter & other 

streams of online promotions with Local & International Partners. 

- Research To research Contemporary Art Trends adopted by Young Artists to 

compile a publication as a directory featuring a new collection of Young 

Artists every 3 years. 

- Education Talks, Workshops, Residencies: Educational outreach programmes to 

engage Artists with members of the public and corporate, arts, 

community and educational sectors. 

- Commission Commissioned works for clients who require customised artworks. 

 

Who is SCYA? 
The Society comprises a team of Artists, Art Educators, Art Administrators, Art Students & Art 

Enthusiasts, who are bound by the common purpose and passion of promoting 

Contemporary Art by Young Artists in Singapore. 

 

What is Contemporary Art? 
Contemporary Art refers to art that has been and continues to be created during our 

lifetimes. In other words, contemporary to us. As such, it spans across genres and covers 

various mediums. Below lists those covered by SCYA artists: 

 

Animation  Multimedia art Photography Site-specific 

Ceramics Print-making Poetry Video 

Illustration  Painting Sculpture  

Installation Performance Art Street art  

 

Who are Young Artists? 
Young Artists are contemporary art practitioners, who are typically in the nascent period of 

their practice. In SCYA, there is no distinction or discrimination among genre practiced or 

age.  

 

SCYA’s young artists hold one of more of the following characteristics:  

- currently studying in Art Institutions 

- have graduated from Art Institutions 

- are already practicing Artists 

- may be PR citizens or working overseas 
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 Letter from the Chairperson 

 

 

I would like to congratulate SCYA on the numerous successful 

events we have managed throughout 2010 despite our 

commitments to other areas of our lives. SCYA has indeed grown 

to a comfortable figure as a registered society from when we 

had first started out. The increment in membership, the 

interaction with NGO communities, the continued relationship 

with Art organizations and projects with commercial sectors has 

proven that SCYA is able to sustain on a tri-monthly engagement 

focusing on growing the talents and development of 

Contemporary Young Artists who are in Singapore.   

Through these events; exhibitions, talks/workshops and commissioned services, SCYA may 

have found its niche and style in promoting a new generation of artists who are highly 

efficient and capable of producing both technically and conceptually challenged 

topics and ideas. I take this opportunity to once again thank all the artists who have 

been involved in SCYA’s projects.   

 

Our publication and art writing arm has suffered throughout the year with limited support 

from our proposal to publish a resource publication on Contemporary Art in Singapore. 

This has been quite discouraging for the team and the project has been put on hold for 

some months. We hope to rejuvenate the publication project this year in 2011 with 

optimistic support from the public to generate funds for a smaller amount of books to be 

printed of up to 8 volumes with 5-10 artists in each volume depicting an overall theme in 

their works. We hope have a soft-launch for a fund-raising project from the public upon 

receiving confirmation of an IPC status for SCYA.  

 

As we move ahead into 2011 and beyond, SCYA hopes to achieve even greater projects 

to give more voice and acknowledgment to the artists. We hope we will be recognized 

by government boards and social communities where we can inspire, spur the arts 

industry and create critical conversations with the public at large.   

 

2011 we start our year with 5 Contemporary Young Photographers sharing their 

‘moments’ in their photographic journey in a series of talks and exhibitions to be held in 

PEEK!, an analogue camera store, in the show called ‘MOMENTS’. The event will run from 

19 Feb – 25 April 2011, 330pm – 5pm for the talk and 6pm – 9pm for the exhibition.   

 

We also look forward to the building of a new website that will hold the data of up to 60 

artists with detailed information of SCYA and its activities. The new website is expected to 

launch in the 2nd week of March.   

 

At the same time, we have submitted an application for an office/gallery space in 

Goodman Art Center, the arts housing arm under National Arts Council and will wait to 

hear possible good news of our application.   
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With these projects to look forward to, I believe SCYA will continue to strengthen ties with 

our supporters and partners, audiences and artists to create a well-rounded interest to 

Contemporary Art in Singapore.  

 

Best regards,  

  
Jacklyn Soo 

Chairperson 

Singapore Contemporary Young Artists   

 

 Vice-chairperson’s Word 
 

 

It brings me great pleasure to thank the members of SCYA for 

their tremendous contribution which have made 2010 a very 

eventful year. It is indeed challenging when it comes to 

gathering a dedicated group of people who agree on a 

common cause, and it has been an honour to have this group in 

our midst today, particularly when much time, effort and 

contribution is volunteered.  

 

With such dedication, It is without doubt that 2011 looks to bring 

more excitements with many attempts to bridge both art 

practices and practitioners, beyond our local shores. Also, the 

possibility of realizing the long awaited housing of the society 

brings much anticipation for even more proficient/efficient 

operations, along with a string of events and fringe activities  

planned for 2011 and even into 2012. Moreover, we have not forgotten all who have 
quietly but faithfully taken the time  to follow our progress. On behalf of the society —a 

great thank you! 
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 Year’s Achievement’s – 2010/11 
Since its official inception on 10 March 2010, and following the momentum of its launch in 

November 2009, the year has been a busy one with establishing SCYA’s identity and 

public profile as well as organizing a steady stream of projects. 

 

SCYA strongly emphasizes support for Young Artists in helping to increase their exposure 

and public awareness, so as to enable interaction, discussion and ultimately, growth, 

both within and out of the art community in Singapore. SCYA spends much time seeking 

and leveraging such opportunities, and have partnered both public and private 

institutions to provide unique exhibitions with a broad reach and range of audience.  

 

SCYA also promotes awareness and discussion in Contemporary Art launching a series of 

talks and workshops by our Artists. These proved very popular and were well-received.  

 

SCYA is open to commissions for its artists and hopes to provide a bridge between 

enterprises and persons who can benefit from tapping into SCYA’s talent pool for their 

commercial or non-commercial needs.  

 

SCYA was the main organizer or co-organiser of the events listed below: 

 Exhibitions  
Date Event Featured Artists 

26 

Nov 

19 Dec 

2010 

Express Yourself Freely – Nostalgia in a 

Sneaker 

Organised exhibition at Leftfoot store, 

supported by Singtel 

- Safaruddin 

- Eman Clogtwo 

- Malvina Tan 

- Trase1 

- Tay Kai Yee 

6 May 11 

May 

2010 

IMPRINTS 

Co-supported and curated exhibition to 

launch yesterday.sg by the National 

Heritage Board@ red dot design museum 

- Aiman Hakim 

- Angela Chong 

- Ee Shaun 

- Hilmi Johandi 

- Jacklyn Soo 

- Jacqui Rae 

- Kelvin Atmadibrata 

- Tay Jiun Lin  

 Mar Performance art event with Singapore Art 

Museum, 8Q Open House event 

 

11 

Sep  

9 Oct 

2009 

Food & Obsession: A Visual Study of Food 

and Behaviour.  

Curated solo exhibition of Young Artist 

Nataliette. House@Dempsey 

Solo exhibition of 

Nataliette 

 Workshops & Talks 
Date Event Featured Artists 

19 

Feb 

25 Apr 

2011 

Moments by SCYA and PEEK! 

Series of exhibitions and artist talks 

- Wong Ru Yi 

- Alecia Neo 
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Curated by Jacklyn Soo.  - Matthew Teo  

- Nur Aida 

- Lim Shengen 

29 

Oct 

18 Nov 

2009 

Polaris Artist Talks 

Series of 11 artist talks and workships with 

Republic Polytechnic’s The Republic 

Cultural Centre (TRCC) 

Curated by Jacklyn Soo 

- Aiman Hakim 

- Tania De Rozario 

- Hazel Lim 

- Jacqui Rae 

- Billy Soh 

- Lim Shengen 

- Sha Najak 

- Maxine Chionh 

- Natasha Sophia Wei  

- Underneatheradar 

Jan  Apr 

2010 

Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts —series of 

Artists Talks 

Curated by Jacklyn Soo 

- Eeshaun Soh 

- Jacqui Rae 

- Tarmizee 

- Shubigi rao 

- Billy Soh 

- Mintio 

- Zul Othman 

- Zahir Sanosi 

 Commissioned Works 
Date Event 

Jul 2010 Artwork for Nandos @ Bugis Junction outlet 

Curated by Jacklyn Soo 

 Others 
Date Event 

6 Nov 2010  Co-organised Children’s Art Competition@ Sunbeam Home with UNAS 

15 Oct 2010 ‘Seeing is Believing’ at Asian Civilisations Museum 

Private art auction event with Standard Chartered Bank, which 

featured 43 diverse artworks by 23 artists from SCYA, and sold 23 

artworks to raise a combined $130,000. 

Curated by Jacklyn Soo. 

3 Mar  23 Apr 

2010 

Partnered Youth.sg for an Art Contest.  

Featured the works of Sankhya and Tay Jiun Lin. 

 

SCYA also set up profiles on Facebook, Twitter, and a website blog to share news and 

updates on SCYA events and its’ artists works. Aside from regular updates on artists 

activities and interesting events happening in the local art scene, SCYA also runs a 

monthly write-up and interview featuring ‘Artist of the Month’. 

 

The Council would like to thank everyone involved in organizing and running these events 

and projects.  
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 Revisions of Constitution 
At the Annual General Meeting (16 September 2010), there were revisions to the 

Constitution Section 3ii‘Contemporary Art Practice’.  

 

Poetry and video were added to the list of art mediums covered under the Society.  

 

 Secretary’s Word 

 

This report outlines SCYA’s achievements and activities for the 

past year of 2010. Behind the facts and figures listed on this 

document are a compact army of strong-willed artists and art 

enthusiasts working behind the scenes to further art practice and 

participation in Singapore.  

 

I took on the big secretarial shoes left from Reena Devi in 

September 2010. From my vantage point, it has been deeply 

gratifying to see idea, effort and relationships coming together to 

enable the broad slew of projects in 2010 alone. The breadth of 

projects and different audiences reached show there is space 

and relevance for art, and there is a hunger to access, practice 

and discuss in art in Singapore. For example, we have  

had two exhibitions artworks with a similar theme of exploring veins of history: ‘Imprints’ 

and ‘Nostalgia in a Sneaker’, but a completely contrast in their setting and approach. 

We have partnered with Standard Chartered Bank and worked with UNAS, using art for 

charity in very different ways. (Please see ‘Year’s Achievements’ for more information.) 

 

Along the way, there were obstacles (some more keenly felt than others; some resolved, 

some not yet) but I believe alongside continues to be even more possibilities and 

opportunities for SCYA and the contemporary art scene- this has made my ride at SCYA 

very thrilling, and I hope support for the Society, as well as Contemporary Artists and their 

art continues to be strong in this critical phase of growth.  

 

Administratively, work at SCYA is less duty and tasks than it is a sense of passionate 

purpose and fun with the people who have become my friends. I’m glad to be part of a 

highly motivated, inspirational, big-hearted group— I’d joined SCYA as a writer, and am 

certain there will be more to write about with SCYA and contemporary art in the coming 

year and beyond.  
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 SCYA Structure and Council 
Singapore Contemporary Young Artists is a society registered with the Registrar of 

Societies in March 2010.  

 

The executive arm of the Society composes of six elected or co-opted members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2010/2011 Executive Council 
 
Person Role Total Attended/ 

Possible 

Note 

Jacklyn Soo Chairperson 7/7  

Francis Poon Vice-chairperson 6/7  

Billy Soh Treasurer 6/7  

Melanie Chua Secretary 6/7 Co-opted as Secretary in 

September 2010. 

Jenny Nguyen 

Van Huong  

Vice-Secretary 4/7 Co-opted as Vice- 

Secretary in September 

2010. 

Reena Devi Ordinary Member 4/7 Resigned as Secretary in 

September 2010.  

 

 

 Changes to Executive Council 
These are the changes to the Office Bearers and Council members during the year. 

 

Reena Devi left the position of Secretary in September 2010 for further education 

overseas.  

 

Melanie Chua was elected to the position of Secretary, and Jenny Nguyen Van Huong 

stepped in to assume the post of Vice-Secretary.  

 

Chairperson 

Secretary Vice-

chairperson 

Treasurer 

Vice-secretary 

Finance Administration 
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 SCYA Membership 
The Society registered with 14 members in March 2010. As of March 2011, we have 23 

members, a 39% increase in membership over the last Council year.  

 

Artist-membership growth has been especially encouraging with an 56.25% increase (8 

members signed up with us in 2010). SCYA also has ‘volunteer members’ who are not yet 

fully fledged members due to the age requirement for membership sign-ups; SCYA 

appreciates the efforts and passion of these volunteers, and would like to highlight 

Rachel Elffin who has undertaken an internship role at SCYA. 

 

SCYA warmly welcomes its new members into the fold of a very exciting phase in the 

Society’s growth.  
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Figure 1. Current membership since official inception in March 2010 (figures from launch 

date (November 2009) have been included for history).  

 Membership Increment 
 

SCYA is excited to welcome these new members in 2010. 

 

Name Joined Note 

Tay Jiun Lin, Sebastian 

Mary 

Mar 2010 Artist; beginning University education 

Catherine Cheok Aug 2010 Artist and full-time professional 

Chen Qing Wei, 

Benedict 

Aug 2010 Artist and student 

Clifford Loh Aug 2010 Artist; currently serving National Service 

Mohamed Nasri Shah Sep 2010 Student; currently serving National Service 

Kanchana Shahi Gupta Sep 2010 Artist 

Wong Ru Yi Nov 2010 Artist 

Simond Chew Oct 2010 Artist 
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Melinda Lauw Oct 2010 Artist; beginning University education 

 

 

 SCYA Members Board 2010/11 
SCYA got through a great start and exciting first year not without the support, passion 

and wit of these good fellows. The Society is proud to present the following members its 

inaugural year:  

 

Jacklyn Soo Wong Pei Lin Clifford Loh 

Francis Poon  Kelvin Atmadibrata Mohamed Nasri Shah 

Billy Soh Syed Iskandar bin Hamzah Kanchana Shahi Gupta 

Reena Devi Shafiyahtun Najak Simond Chew 

Melanie Chua  Jacqueline Chia Wong Ru Yi 

Sophia Natasha Wei Junhao Tay Jiun Lin Sebastian-Mary Melinda Lauw Shi Qi 

Chen Ziwei Catherine Cheok Chan Zan Mei, Rachel 

Nguyen Van Huong Jenny Chen Qing Wei Benedict  

   

 

 Treasurer’s Word 

 

It has been a rather exciting year for SCYA. We started from 

almost scratch and within a year, we have generated about 

$36k of cashflow within the calendar year of 2010 itself. We are 

grateful to our partners and supporters who have believed in us 

and hope that they continue to support our promotion of 

contemporary art. 

 

As we work our way to establish the society through projects we 

undertake and explore unchartered territories of expression, I 

hope that all of us remember this: that financial figures are but 

only desserts to end off the meal; just a tiny part of the healthy 

diet. With that being said, I wish our partners, supporters and 

ourselves a rewarding journey ahead in the coming year.  
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 Accounts 
 

The information provide in the following table shows the total income, expenditures, and 

surplus/deficit for the financial year 2010.  

 

 
FY2010 

Actual to- date 
TOTAL INCOME 
Earned Income from Programmes  $3,288.40 

Membership Fee  $2,180.00 

Fund Raising  - 

Public Funding   - 

Other Sources (incl in-kind)  - 

TOTAL INCOME  $5,468.40 

 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
Programme Personnel Expenses  $9,394.80 

Programme Services/Production Related 

Expenses  $21,641.50 

Marketing/Publicity  - 

Recurrent Administrative/ 

Operating Expenses  - 

Staff Salaries  - 

Staff Benefits  - 

Organisation development / Capability Building  - 

Rent & Building Maintenance  $120.00 

Other Administrative Expenses  - 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  $31,156.30 
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SURPLUS/DEFICIT 

Net Cashflow (before NAC funding)  $36,550.00 

NAC Funding  $1,120.00 

Net Surplus/Deficit  $1,478.81 

Accumulated Balance  $3,914.19 
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 Thank you/Photo Reel 
 

THANK YOU to SCYA members, artists, supporters, volunteers, fans for your hard work, 

good will and ever-strong belief and support in us and in Contemporary Art in Singapore! 
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 Supporters 
 

 
Art Organisations 

 
 
Institutions Corporate Organisations 

 

 
 
Government Agencies  

 
 
NGOs Media 

 
 
Commercial  

    


