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What is SCYA? 
SCYA is the acronym for Singapore Contemporary Young Artists, a society that aims to 

generate interest in Contemporary Art and Art by Singaporean/PR Young Artists to enable 

and further discussion and practice in Art in Singapore.  

 

SCYA’s objective is to encourage relationships between Young Singaporean/PR Artists and 

communities, schools, corporate and government sectors to increase appreciation of 

Contemporary Art by Young Artists in Singapore. 

 

SCYA functions to achieve this via four main platforms: 

- Exhibitions To showcase Artists by exhibiting their works in physical and online web 

spaces. These include the SCYA website, blog, Facebook, Twitter & other 

streams of online promotions with Local & International Partners. 

- Research To research Contemporary Art Trends adopted by Young Artists to 

compile a publication as a directory featuring a new collection of Young 

Artists every 3 years. 

- Education Talks, Workshops, Residencies: Educational outreach programmes to 

engage Artists with members of the public and corporate, arts, 

community and educational sectors. 

- Commission Commissioned works for clients who require customized artworks. 

 

Who is SCYA? 
The Society comprises a team of Artists, Art Educators, Art Administrators, Art Students & Art 

Enthusiasts, who are bound by the common purpose and passion of promoting 

Contemporary Art by Young Artists in Singapore. 

 

What is Contemporary Art? 
Contemporary Art refers to art that has been and continues to be created during our 

lifetimes. In other words, contemporary to us. As such, it spans across genres and covers 

various mediums. Below lists those covered by SCYA artists: 

 

Animation  Multimedia art Photography Site-specific 

Ceramics Print-making Poetry Video 

Illustration  Painting Sculpture  

Installation Performance Art Street art  

 

Who are Young Artists? 
Young Artists are contemporary art practitioners, who are typically in the nascent period of 

their practice. In SCYA, there is no distinction or discrimination among genre practiced or 

age.  

 

SCYA’s young artists hold one of more of the following characteristics:  

- currently studying in Art Institutions 

- have graduated from Art Institutions 

- are already practicing Artists 

- may be PR citizens or working overseas 
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 Letter from the Chairperson 

 

2011 is SCYA’s second year in running.  We have once again 

achieved a lot in the year; from our first international working 

relationship with WEYA (World Event Young Artists) that will have 15 

Singaporean Artists exhibit their works and participate in a cultural 

Olympia event in Nottingham, UK in September 2012  -  to 

continuing to showcase Singaporean Artists in our collaborative 

projects; Photography showcase with PEEK! Workshop with Raffles 

Institute, involvement with the Human Library Project at Bishan 

Community Library in August as well as a yearend Art Auction event 

with T32 Dental Centre.  

 

The continued relationship with Art organizations and projects with commercial sectors 

has allowed SCYA to engage tri-monthly with Contemporary Young Artists and the 

audience at large.  

 

This year is also a sign of new beginnings as SCYA moves into Goodman Art Centre, 

operating only from a 40sq ft space; we have since organized an Open House event to 

celebrate the new start. We have also invited members of parliament to join us in our 

Community Art Project; ‘Rubbish is P(art) of Us’ which was a project to connect with our 

neighbours on promoting Green Awareness and Art.  

 

In 2012, we start our year with a memorable exhibition ‘Family Pictures’ curated by 

Benedict Chen, a member of SCYA with selected artists exploring perception of the 

family unit. Our in-studio workshops have also started with various art practice courses; life 

drawing, art therapy, performance art, painting and printmaking etc.  

 

As we move ahead into 2012 and beyond, SCYA hopes to achieve even greater projects 

to give more voice and acknowledgment to the artists from across the globe and to 

where our hearts matter.  

 

With these projects to look forward to, I believe SCYA will continue to strengthen ties with 

our supporters and partners, audiences and artists to create a well-rounded interest to 

Contemporary Art in Singapore.  
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 Vice-chairperson’s Word 
 

 

It has been a great 2011 for SCYA with a substantial influx of 

projects, members and an efficient group of interns. SCYA has 

now a permanent work space for the society to finally settle in. 

Combined with the blessing we have at Goodman Art Centre 

as, we are more confident than ever that larger projects and 

more exciting events that could more effectively support an 

ideal of being a strong platform to showcase Singapore-based 

artists. We are a step closer to the goal of effectively showcasing 

and archiving the practices of contemporary artists in 

Singapore. Nevertheless, with all the optimism, the society is 

constantly fine-tuning the balance between the core directives 

and sustainability and it is important that members continue to 

work diligently together to keep the bearing steadfast and 

progressive. 
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 Year’s Achievement’s – 2011 
SCYA saw many important changes in its sophomore year since formal registration. The 

society continues to establish a strong identity in the arts community. 

 

We highlight significant milestones: 

 

SCYA opened its new office-cum-studio space in the heart of the arts community at 

Goodman Arts Centre (GAC). As a holistic gallery, it will also function as an events venue 

for art/music/talks/film and host educational workshops as an alternative platform to 

grow and encourage contemporary art for young people. It will also cater to artists 

seeking exhibition space for group or solo shows. After a proposal bid that began in 

March 2011, we were awarded a three-year lease at GAC beginning July 2011. SCYA is 

proud to situate itself in an energetic centre leveraging on the rich history and mix of 

communities in the more than 30 arts facilities within GAC. 

 

We have also planned a series of exhibitions and workshops to begin from November 

2011 to the whole of 2012. This is part of plans to put this space—all 36sqm of it—to full 

creative use as we: 

■  expand our educational programmes and hold in-house workshops and talks 

■  install a Resource Library to facilitate documentation and sharing of art resources 

■  establish our own photography and design studio for use by artists and for 

commissioned works 

■  provide others with a venue for events and exhibitions. 

 

To celebrate its new home, SCYA held a group exhibition showcasing members’ artworks, 

officially opening our new space on 28 October 2011.  

 

SCYA was tremendously proud to welcome its first intern, Liew Siim Ynn, who joined us in 

September 2011. Siim Ynn proved to be a fantastic addition and was highly involved in 

ensuring the smooth process of multiple projects. 

 

Later, SCYA also welcomed Avena Tan in January 2012. Stephanie Pourchet became our 

third intern in February 2012 all the way from France.  

 

Rubbish is P(art) of Us was SCYA’s first community art project. This involved door-to-door 

visits, over a period of five months, to collect recycled materials from the residents living in 

Mountbatten area. In its first environmental art project, SCYA converts rubbish to art, raise 

awareness and foster community involvement on environmental issues through art. This 

exhibition showcased two pieces of installation/collage artwork painstakingly assembled 

by SCYA members. The disposed items deemed worthless gain a second life at SCYA 

Space in Goodman Arts Centre, re-fashioned to narrate the fantastical landscape of 

waste after an environmental apocalypse.  

 

At the opening of the exhibition, Mr Lim Biow Chuan and the Mountbatten Constituency 

graced our studio with a visit. We were very honoured to welcome him. 

 

SCYA was selected to be the partner organization for the World Event Young Artists. From 

November 2011 to January 2012, SCYA organized a call for submissions for WEYA 2012 
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that saw more than 100 entries. The event will showcase artists across all art forms 

including visual and performative arts. SCYA will work with WEYA through 2012 towards 

the event and exhibition to be held in Nottingham, UK in September 2012.  

 

SCYA launched its revamped website in February 2011. It continues to update via 

Facebook, Twitter, and a website blog on SCYA events and its’ artists works. SCYA 

continues to run a monthly write-up and interview featuring ‘Artist of the Month’. 

 

SCYA strongly emphasizes support for Young Artists in helping to increase their exposure 

and public awareness, so as to enable interaction, discussion and ultimately, growth, 

both within and out of the art community in Singapore. We spend much time seeking 

and leveraging such opportunities with both public and private institutions.  

 

SCYA is open to commissions for its artists as a bridge between enterprises and persons 

who can benefit from tapping into SCYA’s talent pool for their commercial or non-

commercial needs.  

 

The Council would like to thank everyone involved in organizing and running these events 

and projects.  

 

SCYA was the main organizer or co-organiser of the events listed below: 

 Exhibitions  

Date Event Featured Artists 

30 Mar – 13 Apr 

2012 

Extreme Beauty 
In collaboration with Nabil Aliffi and Joe 

Rahim & Frederick Lee Couture, Vue Privée. 

- Clifford Loh 

- Fadli Rahman  

- Raudha Raily 

- Debra Raymond 

- Mhmd Sufian 

- Randolph Tan 

- Skye Tan  

- Nataliette Tan 

- Sophia Natasha Wei 

13 Jan – 27 Jan 

2012 

Family Pictures 
Curated by Benedict Chen. 

- Kelvin Atmadibrata 

- Rachel Chan Zanmei 

- Benedict Chen 

- Rachel Elffin 

- Jacquelyn Soo 

- Malvina Tan 

2 Dec 2011 

T32 Dental Centre Charity Art Exhibition 

2011 
Private art auction event with T32 Dental 

Centre and The Business Times Budding Artists 

Fund at Camden Centre; includes 10 artists 

from SCYA. 

- Arnewaty 

- Casey Chen 

- Eman Clogtwo 

- Benjamin Ong 

- Khairullah 

- Rahul Joshi 

- Wendy Lim 

- Sharmila Roseli 

- Tan Seow Wei 

- Andy Yang 
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25 Nov  - 11 Dec 

2011 

Rubbish is P(art) of Us!  
Exhibition for SCYA Green Art Project. 

- SCYA members 

28 Oct – 13 Nov 

2011 

‘SCYA Got Space’ Open House & 

Exhibition  
First group exhibition featuring SCYA member 

artworks. 

- Kelvin Atmadibrata 

- Benedict Chen 

- Melanie Chua 

- Iskandar 

- Sha Najak 

- Debra Raymond 

- Francis Poon 

- Billy Soh 

- Jacquelyn Soo 

- Dan Wong 

- Wong Pei Lin 

- Wong Tze Chau 

Mar 2011 
Genexis Theatre Studio Video Wall 

Exhibition 
- SCYA members 

 Workshops & Talks 
Date Event Featured Artists 

19 Feb – 25 Apr  

2011 

Moments by SCYA and PEEK! 

Series of exhibitions and artist talks 
Curated by Jacquelyn Soo. 

- Wong Ru Yi 

- Alecia Neo 

- Matthew Teo  

- Nur Aida 

- Lim Shengen 

7 Aug  

2011 

Human Library Project: I Want to Know 

You 
In collaboration with Bishan Public Library. 

- SCYA members 

21 Apr  

2011 
Artist Talk and Workshop with Valerie Ng 
For students at Raffles Institute. 

- Valerie Ng 

 Commissioned Works 
Date Event Featured artists 

Nov 2011 Commissioned piece for private client - Eman Clogtwo 

 Others 
Date Event 

Jul 2011 – 31 Oct 

2011 

Donation drive for SCYA Office Space 
Publicity and call for recycled and reusable items for office/studio. 

11 Sep 

2011 

GAC Open House 
SCYA opens its doors to the public. 

Jun  - Nov  

2011 

Rubbish is P(art) of Us! SCYA’s 1st Community Art Project 
Hosted at SCYA Studio. 

10 Nov – 30 Jan  

2012 

Open Call  for WEYA (World Event Young Artists) 2012 
Singapore partner for open call for filmmakers, visual artists & spoken word. 

(Singaporeans aged 18-30 years). 
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 Revisions of Constitution 
There were no changes to the constitution in FY2011. 

 

 

 

 Secretary’s Word 

 

2011 raised the bar for the society. Most importantly, we were 

granted a space at GAC. Having this long-awaited space 

allowed us to expand our vision, and begin concrete long range 

plans we have envisioned and imagined many times!  These 

expand on the events we already run, as we host and develop 

our own exhibitions, talks and workshops showcasing ideas and 

artists in Singapore. 

 

Our new space is also a validation of the purpose and potential 

of SCYA, and in this studio and gallery, we hope to provide a 

ready home for artists to learn, work, meet and be inspired—as it 

has definitely been the same for us as members and artists. 

In the same vein, SCYA ‘scored’ its first interns who have helped streamline projects; Ynn 

became a member soon after, and is now officiated as our Secretary. This additional lap 

of year has helped us understand while ideas drive, people carry. I hope the feats 

accomplished during the year empower us to imaginatively seek ways to serve the 

missions of SCYA. 
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 SCYA Structure and Council 
Singapore Contemporary Young Artists is a society registered with the Registrar of 

Societies in March 2010.  

 

The executive arm of the Society composes of six elected or co-opted members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2011 Executive Council 
 

Person Role 
Total Attended/ 

Possible 
Note 

Jacquelyn Soo Chairperson 11/12  

Francis Poon Vice-chairperson 6/12 

Resigned as Vice-

Chairperson at 

end of FY2011. 

Billy Soh Treasurer 12/12  

Melanie Chua Secretary 8/12 

Elected Vice-

Chairperson at 

AGM beginning 

FY2012. 

Liew Siim Ynn Secretary 9/12 

Elected Secretary 

at AGM beginning 

FY2012. 

 

 

 Changes to Executive Council 
These are the changes to the Office Bearers and Council members during the year. 

 

Francis Poon resigned as Vice-Chairperson at end of FY2011. 

 

Melanie Chua was nominated Vice-Chairperson beginning FY2012.  

 

Liew Siim Ynn assumes the position of Secretary beginning FY2012. 

Chairperson 

Secretary Vice-

chairperson 

Treasurer 

Finance Administration 
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 SCYA Membership 
Beginning FY2011, we had 14 members, a 39% decrease in membership over the last year 

(Fig.1).  This is largely due to the members leaving to pursue studies overseas. While they 

are not able to participate as members, some continue to contribute to projects. 

 

As of March 2012, we have 20 members. Artist-membership growth continued to be 

encouraging with a 60% increase (7 artist members signed up with us in 2011). SCYA also 

welcomed its first ever intern as a member. Liew Siim Ynn joined as a member in January 

2012. Later, she was nominated for the position of Secretary. Ynn continues her 

tremendous work in the administration, as well as publicity of our projects. 

 

SCYA warmly welcomes its new members into the fold of a very exciting phase in the 

Society’s growth.  
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Figure 1. Membership for FY2011. Numbers for March 2011 indicate prior to close of 

FY2011, i.e. the difference from March 2011 to April 2012 indicates membership renewal 

and turnover. 
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Figure 2. Membership per year since official inception in March 2010. Numbers from 

launch date (November 2009) have been included for history while  numbers from 

September 2011 have been included to indicate membership at time of inaugural AGM.  

 

 

 

 Membership Increment 
SCYA is excited to welcome these new members in 2011. 

 

Name Joined Note 

Wong Tze Chau June 2011 Artist; and full-time professional 

Debra Raymond July 2011 Artist; and student 

Dan Wong September 2011 Artist; and full-time professional 

Claude Chow (Chen 

Cheng) 

November 2011 Artist; currently serving National Service 

Xu Weiheng December 2011 Full-time professional 

Rachel Seah December 2011 Artist; and student 

Liew Siim Ynn January 2012 Student; and SCYA Intern 

 

 

 Outgoing members 
SCYA would like to thank the following members for their support: 

 

Name Joined Note 

Mohamed Nasri Shah June 2011 Artist; departure for studies overseas 

Wong Ru Yi July 2011 Artist; departure for studies overseas 

Melinda Lauw Shi Qi September 2011 Artist; departure for studies overseas 

Catherine Choek November 2011 Full-time professional; work commitments 

Kanchana Gupta December 2011 Artist; work commitments 



12 of 17 

 

 

Chen Ziwei December 2011 Artist; departure for studies overseas 

Nguyen Van Huong 

Jenny 

December 2011 Full-time professional; work commitments 

Jacqueline Chia January 2012 Full-time professional; work commitments 

Tay Jiun Lin Sebastian-

Mary 

 Artist; departure for studies overseas 

 

 

 

 SCYA Members Board 2011 
SCYA is run by a team of members who dedicate their passions and volunteer their time 

towards highlighting contemporary arts in Singapore. We meet on weekends, after work, 

in between school, and amongst emails. We are art practitioners, lovers and enthusiasts. 

 

The Society is proud to have these individuals as members:  

 

Jacquelyn Soo Kelvin Atmadibrata Debra Raymond 

Francis Poon  Syed Iskandar bin Hamzah Wong Tze Chau 

Billy Soh Shafiyahtun Najak Dan Wong 

Reena Devi Chen Qing Wei Benedict Liew Siim Ynn 

Melanie Chua  Clifford Loh Claude Chow 

Sophia Natasha Wei Junhao Simond Chew Xu Weiheng 

Wong Pei Lin Chan Zan Mei, Rachel Rachel Seah 
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 Treasurer’s Word 

 

 

2011 was a great new start for SCYA. We have secured a studio 

space in Goodman Arts Centre, finally! Our programs had 

generated a cashflow of about $45k this year, although we did 

not have as much surplus as the previous year due to our new 

premises, this is much to be celebrated. We are grateful to our 

partners and supporters who have believed in us and hope that 

they continue to support our promotion of contemporary art by 

young practicing artists. 

 

SCYA has since sailed into new waters on board our new home 

at Goodman Arts Centre. Still much has to be done for the 

society through projects and engagements that we undertake, 

I hope to share with our fellow members this: money is merely a  

tool for representing value; some tasks cannot be done using  

tools--you need to use your hands, fingers, and heart to complete a task, even fashioning 

a tool to help you with your tasks. Your best tools, are your hands. 

 

With that being said, I wish our partners, supporters and us a rewarding journey ahead in 

the coming year. 
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 Accounts 
 

The information provide in the following table shows the total income, expenditures, and 

surplus/deficit for the financial year 2011.  

 

 
FY2011 

Actual to- date 

TOTAL INCOME 
Earned Income from Programmes $43,439.53 

Membership Fee $1,600.00 

Fund Raising - 

Public Funding  - 

Other Sources (incl in-kind) - 

TOTAL INCOME $45,039.53 

 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
Programme Personnel Expenses $27,676.88 

Programme Services/Production Related Expenses $10,861.02 

Marketing/Publicity - 

Recurrent Administrative/ 

Operating Expenses - 

Staff Salaries - 

Staff Benefits - 

Organization development / Capability Building - 

Rent & Building Maintenance $3,995.94 

Other Administrative Expenses $660.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $43,193.84 
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SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
Net Cashflow (before NAC funding) $41,993.84 

NAC Funding $1,200.00 

Net Surplus/Deficit $1,845.69 

Accumulated Balance $1,845.69 
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 Thank you 

 

To the family of SCYA members and artists, as well as  supporters, volunteers, fans, THANK 

YOU for your strength of support, and commitment of vision in us and in Contemporary 

Art in Singapore. 

 
cover + photo credits: scya members 
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 Supporters 
 

 
Art Organisations 

 
 
Institutions Corporate Organisations 

 

 
 
Government Agencies  

 
 
NGOs Media 

 
 
Commercial  

    


